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in the fullest and most manly way* I have been as frank
as my right honourable friends were frank in acknowledging
what both they and I think was a mistake in judgment,
But their honour, both their private and their public
honour, is at this moment absolutely unstained* They
have, as this committee has shown by its unanimous verdict,
abused no public trust. They retain, I can say this with
full assurance, the complete confidence of their colleagues
and of their political associates/'
At no moment did the splendidly chivalrous and loyal
character of Asquith shine with a brighter lustre than in the
course of this unpleasant Marconi episode* It is obvious
that he held the political careers of his erring colleagues in
the hollow of his hand: a word from him would have
banished them from public life for ever. A smaller man,
a man given to jealousy, might have spoken that word. For
it must have been evident to him that Lloyd George had
won the greater measure of popularity in the Party; and
realising both his popularity and his power, he must often
have been a thorn in Asquith's side* But not for a moment
did such calculations weigh with the Prime Minister,
He had it within his power to destroy for ever this rival
near the throne, and to do so by a method which would
actually enhance his own reputation for the sternest public
virtue. Such a thought probably never so much as entered
Asquith's mind: what he saw was a colleague unfairly
treated; and to come with all his forces to the rescue was
for a man of his magnanimity the only possible course to
take* No one knew better than Lloyd George himself
how near to the abyss of irretrievable political extinction
he had been; and while his wrath, was justly kindled against
opponents who had, regardless of honour and fairplay, done
their utmost to hound him out of public life, he was deeply
and sincerely grateful to the large-hearted chief who had so